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-allowance under the rules which govern their case'
Officers in civil employ permitted to attend will draw the
pay of their substantive appointments, and travelling
,allowance at the rates permissible under the Civil Service
Regulations. The Government of India expresses the
hope that local governments will afford all reasonable
-facilities to medical officers and subordinates serving
'under their jurisdiction who may be desirous of acquiring
.a practical knowledge of the x-ray apparatus, and in whose
-case the possession of such knowledge would be an
;advantage, to enable them to proceed to Dehra Dun for
-instruction.

SCIENTIFIC CREMATION IN INDIA.
In No. XIX of the Transactions of the Cremation

'Society, recently issued, it is stated that the Calcutta
Municipal Crematorium, established under the auspices
-of the Cremation Society of Bengal, is now completed.
'This is the first crematorium built on modern principles
win India.

CORRESPONDENCE,
THE ARTHRITIC DIATHESIS.

SIR,-The frequency with which the above term is used
ishould lead to criticism of its meaning. " Diathesis," or
-disposition to certain diseases is surely a belated survival
-of explanations which explained nothing. How can we
'tell that a man has a rheumatic diathesis, unless from the
"fact that he often has rheumatism ? If that is all we
maean, we have no need of a hypothetical diathesis. If the
'disposition is never carried out how are we to tell its
ipresence? If it is carried out, we have the fact.

But if the diathWse scrofuleuse or dartreuse have been
-deservedly exploded, why should an arthritic diathesis
-survive? If it means that a man has a tendency to gout,
-either the supposed tendency becomes a fact, or it remains
'fruitless, and therefore to assume its existence is begging
the question.

But, apart from this fallacy, the terms used by many
'writers on the subject are ambiguous. What is rheu-
anatism? In the popular sense it is any pain or ache
which is referred to muscles-myalgia. Pathologically it
tis a febrile disease probably bacterial in origin and always
.acute (or subacute) with secondary lesions of the endo-
,eardium, pleura and pericardium, with fibrous nodules and
multiple synovitis. Osteo-arthritis, another disease, is
thrust into' a long-exploded relation to rheumatic fever
-and gout, instead of being recognized as it has been by all
.serious pathologists in its anatomical and chemical no
less than in its clinical aspects. Nay, the remarkable
articular affection secondary to. blenorrhagia and associ-
ated with sclerotitis is included under the same term of
;arthritism.

Apart from the pathological question of the true rela-
,tion of these forms of articular disease, which is not yet
settled, and to the solution of which all evidence is
welcome, we must take care that we do not play into the
bands of the charlatans who fill the daily newspapers
,with descriptions of " arthritism," with directions for self-
diagnosis of latent or non-existant "1 goutiness," and make
Ahe name of uric acid scarcely respectable.

It would clear discussion if some particulars were
,conceded, namely:

1. That, leaving rheumatism or "rheumatics" as a
Tpopular term for any ache or pain in the muscles or the
joints, the term rheumatism is strictly applicable to
'rheumatic fever alone, characterized by acute or subacute
Leynovitis, pericarditis, endocarditis, and pleurisy.

2. That when we call a case gout or "gouty " we mean
-that, if the patient dies, we shall find deposits of uric acid
-in the joints.

3. That osteo-arthritis, though probably including more
,than one pathological state-Dr. Still's cases, for example
--is anatomically, and by its incidence and course, quite
-distinct from either gout or rheumatism.

4. That gonorrhoeal synovitis is quite distinct from
suppurative inflammation of the joints and conjunctiva
'from direct infection.

5. That the antiarthritic treatment by zmineral waters
-depends upon the nature and amount of salts and the
quantity of water that is taken; and, lastly, that cure of

" arthritic" patients who really suffer from lues is due to
inunctions of grey ointment.-I am, etc.,
London, W., June 9th. P. H. PYE-SMITH.

PAPAIN IN MALIGNANT GROWTHS.
SIR,-The publication of several letters lately in the

BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL on the injection of trypsin
into the tissues in the neighbourhood of inoperable
cancers encourages the lope that you may be able to find
room in your columns for a short notice of another way of
dealing.with such cases.
About two months ago, Dr. Edmund Branch, by my

advice, injected 2 gr. of papain into the centre of a mass of
scirrhus as big as a lemon in the cicatrix of an amputated
breast. Since then, the same procedure has been adopted
with three tumours of similar nature. These injections
were followed by a burning feeling of short duration, and
then by an occasional gnawing sensation. The tumours
softened in a few days, burst, and gave out a copious dis-
charge of grey thick fluid for about a week. When the
discharge ceased, the lumps were found to have dis-
appeared or become much smaller. One tumour had to
be injected three times before it burst. The temperature
rose from two to four degrees, but became normal in two
or three days.
Whether the use of papain was suggested by that of

trypsin or not is, of course, a question of no importance,
but as a matter of fact, Dr. E. Branch's first papain injec-
tion was done before he or I had read of Dr. Shaw
Mackenzie's experiments with trypsin. The consideration
that originated the use of papain as a cancer destroyer
was different from that which suggested the employment
of trypsin for the same purpose, though both agents
derive all or most of their efficacy from their power as
digestives. But the juice of all parts of the papaw tree
seems to possess a special histolytic property in addition
to its power as a digestive. The West Indian cooks
soften the toughest meat by wrapping it for half an hour
in papaw leaves. If kept longer in the wrapping, the
meat goes rapidly to decay. Such effects would not be
produced by rubbing flesh with any mere digestive
ferments.
The effect produced by the injection of papain is also

different from that expected from trypsin; and so too are
the ways in which the two drugs are injected.

It seems reasonable to expect that the introduction of
papain into the substance of cancers may prove useful in
some cases. I hope, therefore, to be allowed to discuss in
a future letter to the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL the de-
tails of the treatment, its possible drawbacks in some
instances, its extension to other diseases, and the pro-
bability that the juices of various parts of the papaw tree
or of insectivorous or flesh-eating plants may be of service
in fighting against certain neoplasms which are not amen-
able to extirpation by the knife.-I am, etc.,

St. Kitts, W.I. W. J. BRZANCH, M.D.

THE BACTERIOLOGY OF A COMMON COLD.
SIR,-I should like to support Dr. M. H. Gordon's con-

tention in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of June 2nd,
p. 1318, from my own somewhat limited experience, that
reputed Klebs-Loeffler bacilli do not invariably cause the
lesion attributed to them when injected into guinea-pigs.
In my recent book on Catarrhal Fevers I have mentioned
some instances.

All who have worked at the bacteriology of " common
cold" have so invariably found the Bacillus coryzae segmen-
tosum present at some stage of the illness, that it is diffi-
cult to believe these organisms are only casual intruders.

I have been able both to cultivate and recover them
from certain mucous surfaces of rabbits and also those of a
monkey, but have never observed any symptoms of coryzae
as a result, neither does this bacillus cause any reaction
when injected into guinea-pigs.-I am, etc..
Wigan, June 2nd. R. PROSSER WHITE.

CENTRAL MIDWIVES BOARD.
SIR,-Your correspondent, Dr. John Milson Rhodes, uses

strong language in his indictmeut of the Central Midwives
Board and in his personal attack upon me. I have seldom
-occasion to defend the Central Midwives Board, so I could
almost regret that Dr. Rhodes has not selected a better
opportunity, or taken the trouble to make sure of facts


